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The Horse Whisperer

Raven and Matiroses

arirose Berner, 22, has
Mbeen training horses since
she was 15-years-old. She

started riding when she was eight.

For the past four years, she’s been
the manager and trainer at Mel-O-
Dee Stables in Hugo.

Berner also offers private horse
training through her company, mjb-
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horsetraining (search on Facebook).

Minnesota Hooved Animal
Rescue Foundation

In addition to her day job, she is a
volunteer trainer for Minnesota
Hooved Animal Rescue Foundation
(MHARF), a nonprofit organization
based in Zimmerman, Minn.,
which takes in approximately 100
abused, neglected or abandoned
farm animals each year.

“In the mid-90s, I kept seeing
humane cases with abused horses
that had no place to go,” said
MHARF Director Drew
Fitzpatrick. “I've been involved with
horses all my life. I had three barns
and a house on my property. So I
started MHARF to meet a need.”

Fitzpatrick cares for the rescues
with the help of her significant
other, Randy, and eight volunteers.
Funding comes from donations,
events and sales.

MHARF works closely with law
enforcement and animal humane
societies to rescue farm animals
believed to be healthy enough to
rehabilitate. Other animals have

been donated or surrendered by
owners who simply cannot keep
them due to personal, financial or
medical hardships.

Many of the horses require veteri-
nary care, proper nutrition, thor-
ough grooming and a visit from the
farrier to restore their health. Some
need to be in foster care until they
can increase their weight.

“I see a lot of bad things. People
shouldn’t be so thoughtless or
cruel,” said Fitzpatrick. “I also see a
lot of good happening where peo-
ple have a passion for animals.”

“Someone donated 20 bales of hay
this morning. Kindness is a good
thing,” she added. “Parents should
teach their children to be compas-
sionate. They could have birthday
fundraisers to help the animals.”

MHAREF Trainer’s Challenge

Each April, Berner and other vol-
unteer trainers participate in the
MHAREF Trainer’s Challenge. Each
trainer chooses one unbroken horse
and, over the next five months,
trains it in six categories: (1) Hands
Class; (2) Pleasure Riding; (3) Trail
Riding; (4) Freestyle Riding; (5)
Veterinary Class; and (6) Farrier
Class.

“Rescues are my heart and soul.
You’ve got to get them to trust you,
gently train them and show them
how to love life again,” said Berner.
“You've got to use time, patience,
understanding and good communi-
cation. I believe in being the leader
but being a partner with the horse.”

At the end of the five-month peri-
od, in early September, the trainers
and their horses compete for rib-
bons and prize money in the
Trainer’s Challenge at the
Leatherdale Center, University of
Minnesota-St. Paul Campus.

First prize is $5,000, second prize is
$3,000 and third prize is $1,500.
The horses (and ponies) are then
available for adoption during a
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